What do fish
want from you?

e Use less water, so more flows to our
creeks, Delta, and Bay.

¢ Only rain down the storm drain! Oil,
soap, mud, pesticides, even treated
drinking water harm water critters.

e Drive less: Exhaust, gas and oil, and
wear from tires and brakes are major
sources of pollution.

e Pick up litter: Street trash washes to
creeks and the Bay. Plastics especially
break down to bits that look like food.

e Don't toss batteries, fluorescent
bulbs, electronic equipment, or
medicines. Go to www.stopwaste.org
for info on recycling or disposal.

e Don't buy "antibacterials” with
triclosan or silver ions. They are toxic
and build up in streams.

Friends of Five Creeks
www.fivecreeks.org
f5creeks@gmail.com
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What does your garden
want from you?

Minimize chemicals. Use compost rather
than commercial fertilizers. Wash, caulk,
or trap insects. Mulch and hand weed
instead of spraying. If you must use
pesticides, pick "Bay-friendly," less-
toxic products.

Let rain soak into soil. Dig gardens
deeply. Keep them well planted and
mulched. Direct runoff into vegetation -
if practical, make slightly sunken “rain
gardens.” Use chips, gravel, sand, wood
decking, or permeable paving instead of
non-permeable concrete or asphalft.
Welcome pollinators and helpful bugs.
Plant masses of varied flowers that
bloom at different times, especially
natives. Let your garden be a bit
"messy,” with some bare ground, fallen
leaves, rocks, and wood. Use lots of
mulch and compost. Avoid pesticides -
they kill the good with the bad.
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